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That one * whom Paiting mid the flames had hurled,
Aweary of his life, cast off the world.
His body, broken by the stones of grief,
Was wasted like unto an autumn leaf;
The strength went from his body day by day,
He, feeble, wretched, without power or stay,
Nor joy nor patience lingered in his breast,
Nor easance lingered in his soul nor re&t.
His soul came up into his mouth for woe,
And sought for an excuse from thence to go.

The Silent "Voices2 whispered to him fair
Of tidings glad of union with his dear.
Then straight he to his loved one's grave did haste,
And shadow-like himself thereon he cast.
He clasped the earth, and bitterly he moaned,
And verses sang, and in his anguish groaned.
Alone and sick, without or friend or fere,
With only savage creatures seated near;
Nor friend nor brother nigh to render aid,
A stone his pillow, the bare earth his bed;
No man to whom his parting words to tell,
But Death the sword, the headsman cAzidDil. 3
The rain-cloud was the cotton on that day,
It filled his mouth with water as he lay.4
His comrades, they were thunder, lightning, rain,
They moaned, and burned, and wept for him amain. 5

1  i. e. Mejmin.

2  Lisan-i Hal (or Zeban-i Hal), literally, 4the Tongue (or Language) of the
Case,' but generally best  rendered by  'mute   eloquence', is a veiy frequent
term  applied  to  the manner, looks, or condition   of a  person or thing, as
appealing directly to  the heart or mind without making use of words. It is
opposed to Lisan-i Qal or 'uttered language.'

3  cAzra?il is the Angel of Death.

4  It is usual to  put  cotton-wool  in  the mouth, nostrils, etc. of a corpse.
The lleecy cloud:* are here conceived as cotton-wool, and the lain-diops that
they shower as the pieces thereof put into the corpse's mouth. The intention
is  to  point  out   that  the only friends round the dying Mejniin are the wild
beasts and (as further shown in the next couplet) the foices of nature.

5  This  couplet  contains  an  example  of the  rhetorical figuie called lefF u
nesdu   (vol.  i,  p.   115), the thunder moaning, the lightning burning, and the
lain weeping for the dying man.